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Editor’s Choice-Backeountry Necessities (or luXuries?) cmpiedspui osia

Ski Trob Stelvio Free Ride

Equally at harm insbounds or out, the Stelvio FreeRide
provides o pertect one ski quiver for skiers locking to
i seme faurning n with their lift served turns. Carban
. reinforead gliass WFUPPEdCIIOUHd o deﬂ-fm varidable-

‘chonnel poplar and fir core keeps weight down while
‘maiftoining stellar patformance and durability The
‘ovarsizad fip provides excellant loat, making trall
breaking eosier by plaring obeve the snow surfoce
g vinbolly eliminating. tip dive In powder. Despite the
light weighit provided by the carbon fibay, the Sielvio

is surprisingly smaoth of speed, on edge, and blasiing
through crud. The Stelvio & truly 0 wersatile boand for
either o tele of at binding, anel 5 the perfect ski for either
hackcouritty of resart The retro wood desigh top she=t
harkens back 1o the early Eurapenr designs, but it i ol
modem an the inside: B

that extra backcountry style.

long backcountry doy. 8544

complete this heavy-duty shell pant

Bronks Range Shorktooth Shovel

This i tha shovel that ends the problem of digaing thraugh
hard packed snaw, The Sharktooth- while a bit on the bulky
side, makes ap for it with the serrated edge on the blode
of the shovel. This-aggressive blade will make short work of
the most compatcted avalanche debris, or the ic2 plle that
the plow driver left behind your car While weighing in af
32 ounces, the shovel with ifs telescaping handle expands
rom 36 to 45 inches for maximum shoveling leverage
The solid dwring hondle-provides for an excellént grip with
any glove, and the shovel disassembles for easy starage in
your backpoack Just make sure that you keep the protective
subbier ubing provided with the shovel to prevent the

850 >> www tiraoks-range com

4 langths ovafloble >> $698 >> wwwwosatzhski.com

Westcomb Vopor FX Hoody ond Vopor FX Pant

Vancouver B.C. based Westcomb is designing some of the best
‘garments available today, Utilizing top end fabrics, and incorporating
unique designs, the finished product is essentially overbuilt and will
withstand whatever conditions you can muster. Both garments use
eVent fabric for the highest quality waterproof breathable protection.
Both jacket and pant have o rich looking herringbone face fabric for

The Vapar FX Hoody features internal stretch cuffs with thumb loops,
o velour lined collar to keep you warm when the snow is over you
head, and a helmet compatible hood, The cut is roomy to allow for
additional layers, and olso provides qusseted pockets for whatever you
need accessible or an extra stash of your faverite chacolate tor that

The Vapor FX Pant features a roomy fit with a high-cut back that is
insulated with Polirtec Powershield for extra warmth, and heavier
fabric on the thighs knees, butt and shins, Even with 2 loyers
underneath, the fit allows for even the deepest tele bend, Half zip
vents provide adequate ventilation, while cargo pockets allow tor
omple and easily accessible storage. Heavy duty scuff guords for
edae protection, and aripper internal gaiters to keep the powder out

3 Pieps iProbe

Pleps- vha of the oldest makzars of quality beotons, introduces
to the U5, the worlds first elecironic avalanche probe; Proven
to reduce fine seaich time by 60%., the (Probs recaives the
standard 457kH signal Irom any beecan within 2M range
Audible signals indicate you're within S0cm of the victin,

This 5 close enough to-star digaing them out, ond works
with-any beacon.

When used together with beatons having IProbe support|the
rescuer con use the iProbe mark function to suppress the
transmitting beocon'y signal allowing the hext dlosest victim
ta be found guickly and easily. A very effective ool wiien
canfronted with o mulfiple buriol scenario. )
While the iProbe Is net a replacement for o standard bescan,
it is usetul farshorening the fime for the ‘fine’ search.

Probe length; B3.58" 2.2 . Weight': 280 groms
$109.05 >> www.piepsoom

Block Diamond
Pusgh Boot

¥ Black Diamond Equipment enters
the warld of boots In a big way with
its Initial offering of models for
‘08-'09. An international
R&D team spent 3 years
creating the Innovative
designs ta improve the quality of your freeride, or
talemark experience. At the forefront of the telemark
specific boots is the Push, a smooth yet powertul
boot designed to drive today's big skis. The overlap
design produces a natural progressive flex for an
immediate transfer of power to the ski, yet the overlap
also yields an unrestricted upper cuff for touring. The
comfortable, thermoformable liner features the boa
lacing system, designed to keep your foot snug and
In place. The Push is designed with a 110 rated flex
with @ midstiff bellows, yet also has an extremely high
torsional stiffness for maximum power transter in any
condition. A mechanically integrated ski/walk mode
and 4 micro adjustable bugkles complete the boot.

$678 >> weww.bdel.com

Men's ond women's stylas >> $400 >> www.westeomb.com

Voile Switchbock Binding

A free-pivoting, alpine touring-style telemark binding, the new Velle
Switchback ollows backeauntry felemark skiers to ascend with ze heel
resistance thus consarving valuable energy and allowing for easier trail
brealking. Perhaps the lightest frae-pivot fouring binding oo the market,
it centainly is the most affordable, yet none of the hetvy
duty feotures are sacrificed for o lawer price point. The
toe plate Is a bombproof;, one-piece wraparound mode of ¢
stuinless steel, and the heel assembly features the proven
hardwire technalogy as opposed to braided steel cables.
The binding is easily transterred from the free pivot touring
mode ta downhill mode with the use ot your ski pole and the
toggle switch on the front of the binding, An endlosed design
negates concern of ice bulld up on the pivot point during ascerts.
The Switchback provides the strength and smooth power transfer
necessary between modem baots and big skis.

$264 >> wwrw.nile: 0 com
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